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HANDBOOK OF THERAPEUTICS. By David Campbell, M.C., M.A., B.Sc.,
M.D., F.R.F.P.S. Second Edition. 1934. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.
pp. 444. Price 12s. 6d. net.
THIS book makes no claim to give a complete account of therapeutics; it aims only at furnishing
the senior student and young practitioner with a reasoned criticism of therapeutic measures, and
with a simple account of what is, in the author's opinion, the best treatment of individual
diseases, and right well has its author succeeded in his aims. It begins with a short account of
the general hygiene of the patient, passes to the methods of writing prescriptions, and then dis-
cusses the general and local effect of medicines. The treatment of individual diseases is then
considered, but Dr. Campbell does not confine himself to mere lists of prescriptions: where pain is
a symptom he first indicates the methods employed to relieve it, which experience has proved of
value; he discusses the question of diet for the patient, and the treatment of the complications
which may arise, the general medicines employed, and finally any special treatment such as sera,
vaccines, and the so-called specific drugs. There is also a useful chapter on physical methods of
treatment, and a short but useful chapter on dietetics. Thlis extraordinarily useful book wvill be of
inestimable value to young practitioners and senior students, not only because it will provide them
with a fund of information necessary for general practice, but because of the reliability of its
information.
-R. H. H.
COMBINED TEXTBOOK OF OBSTETRICS AND GYNA2COLOGY. By J. M.
Munro Kerr, M.D., F.C.O.G., and co-workers. 1933. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone. pp. 1,100. Illustrations 497. Price 35s. net.
THE "Combined Textbook of Obstetrics and Gynaecology" by four Scottish authors reappears in its
second edition after ten years, having been reprinted once in the interval. The book has been
largely rewritten, and three new chapters, which increase its value, have been added. These
chapters are on maternal mortality, the infant in its first month, and radiology in relation to
obstetrics and gynaecology. The teaching is sound and orthodox, and only well-tried procedures are
recommended. It is rather surprising, however, to find accouchement forcd described in a modern
textbook. In the treatment of asphyxia neonatorum, the administration of carbon dioxide and
oxygen is dismissed in a brief footnote, cardiac and respiratory stimulants such as coramine and
lobeline are not mentioned, while artificial respiration is described and illustrate(l. In the treatment
of post-partum hamorrhage and obstetric shock the solution recommended for intravenous injection
is normal saline, wvhich is much inferior, in the reviewer's opinion, to either gum acacia or fifty
per cent. glucose solution. The authors recommend cutting down on a vein for this procedure, but
this should rarely be necessary. Apart from these few minor blemishes, the book is well written
an(I well illustrated, and the atuthors are to he congratulated on having produced such an outstanding
work
-H. C. L.
PRACTICAL POINTS IN EYE SURGERY AND DRESSING. By H. E. Jones,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 1933. London: John Bale, Sons & Danielsson. pp. 28.
Price 2s. 6d.
THIs little book is neither an abridged textbook nor an examination cram-book. It is rather an
attempt to supply the young medical man with answers to some of the innumerable quest.ions
which arise to puzzle him in his early days as a house-surgeon. It begins with a short account
of the essential points to note in examining an eye-case, gives a description of the instruments
used in examination, and a discussion of the simpler forms of treatment of such cases. There are
three useful tables on the examination and treatment of the commoner diseases and accidents
encountered in eye practice, tables which might be memorized with profit by house-surgeons in the
out-patient departments.
-R. H. H.
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